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MANSFIELD CENTER TO SPONSOR PEARL HARBOR FORUM AND FILM 
FESTIVAL
MISSOULA -
The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Center is sponsoring a philosophy forum Dec. 3 
and a film festival Dec. 6 and 7 to observe the 50-year anniversary of the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor.
"Our purpose is to enrich the public discussion about the conflict between Japan and 
the United States, both during World War II and today," said Phil West, acting director of 
the Mansfield Center. "We want to raise the discussion above the cliche."
In keeping with this spirit, "Pearl Harbor and Hiroshima: Historical and Ethical 
Reflections" will reflect Japanese as well as American perspectives on the war.
The forum, to be held at 3:30 p.m. in the basement auditorium of the UM Liberal 
Arts building, will feature Michael Mayer, UM associate professor of history, who will 
discuss "Pearl Harbor and Hiroshima: The Burdens and Bonds of History," and Nobuchika 
Urata, visiting professor of journalism from Toyo University, who will discuss "Pearl 
Harbor and Hiroshima in a Japanese Perspective." The forum will be facilitated by Charles 




Festival films will be shown at the Crystal Theater Friday and Saturday at 4, 7 and 9 
p.m. They include a mix of Japanese and American films, including "Black Rain," a Cannes 
Film Festival award winner directed by Shohei Imamura; "December 7th," a 1943 American 
propaganda film; "Hellfire: A Journey from Hiroshima," a Japanese documentary by two 
artists who witnessed the bombing of Hiroshima; and "Come See the Paradise," a 1990 Alan 
Parker feature film.
The Crystal will charge $2 per movie or $8 for a pass to all showings.
The Mansfield Center is promoting the event "very vigorously" in all three Missoula 
high schools, West said, by encouraging teachers to bring students to the forum and to assign 
film reviews for history and social studies classes.
West said the forum topics and films reflect the legacy of Mike Mansfield, former 
U.S. ambassador to Japan, who frequently expresses his desire for greater understanding 
between Japan and the United States.
"We’re trying to be cross-culturally sensitive," West said.
Additional sponsors of the event include the Crystal Theater, the UM history 
department, the School of Journalism, the UM philosophy forum and the UM Japan Club.
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